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Welcome to the Autistic Specific Class (ASC)

The Class for children with Autism opened in November 2006 to cater for children of Key Stage 1 age.

The AS Class supports children who have Statements of Special Educational Needs denoting autism. The children attending the AS Class will also have additional learning difficulties but autism will be their biggest “block” to learning. Children are always regarded as individuals with their individual needs being kept in focus in every activity.

The AS Class is an integral part of St. Mary’s Primary School. All staff, governors and children see the Class and the main part of the school as a whole. Opportunities are given throughout the day for the children to be included with the main part of the school.

The Class offers a quiet area, kitchen and a toileting/changing area. There are also a number of facilities shared with the main school for example, hall, library and ICT suite.

What is autism? 

For a diagnosis of Autism to be made children and people with autism must display difficulties in three areas of development. This is called the "Triad of Impairment.” 

These areas are as follows: 

1.Difficulty with language and communication. 
2.Difficulty in social understanding and interactions. 
3.Difficulty with Flexibility of thought and imagination. 

The person with autism can exhibit these difficulties to varying degrees and the condition can encompass a wide spectrum of difficulties. Thus they are seen as being on the Autism Spectrum of Disorder.” 

Our School Community

Although the AS Class has different teaching styles and curriculum delivery compared to the mainstream classes we at St. Mary’s see ourselves very much as a whole school. 

This policy should therefore be read in conjunction with other existing policies including:

· Special Educational Needs

· Pastoral Care

· Child Protection

· Health and Safety

· Positive Behaviour and School Discipline 

· Anti Bullying

· Healthy Eating and Lifestyle
· Confidentially Policy

· Attendance.
Mission Statement

“At St. Mary’s the child is at the heart of the Catholic faith community.  As a school we aim to provide a high standard of child centred education in a safe supportive learning environment, where respect and Christian values are promoted. ”
“Every child matters!”

The Class strives to promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, intellectual and physical development of every child. A child’s experience of the AS Class should be one of education, care, support and encouragement. The work carried out should maximise the child’s potential, promote self esteem, independence and be delivered in such a way as to ensure mutual trust and enjoyment in learning. Every child’s needs will be met fairly and equally regardless of gender, race or culture.

Our Statement of Aims

· To help each child acquire the language and communication skills necessary for expressing, his or her needs, ideas, choices and opinions.

· To help each child to become motivated, interested and independent through enjoyable learning experiences.

· To help each child progress in his or her overall development.

· To help each child to take responsibility for his or her own behaviour and to understand the effect it has on others.

· To help each child learn to value themselves, other people and their environment.

· To provide a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum that meets individual needs.

· To help each child develop strategies to cope with adult life.

· To allow each child to integrate as far as possible into the community.

· To help the wider community understand and become more tolerant of the difficulties our children have whilst ensuring they appreciate the value and very positive contribution these youngsters can make to society.

AS Class Staff, Management and Other Professionals

	School Staff
	Role

	Mr. Des O’ Hagan 
	Principal

	Mr. Jim Martin
	Vice Principal

	Mrs Lisa Flanagan
	Senco

	Mrs Barbara Convery
	Class Teacher

	Mrs Patricia Dunleavy
	Classroom Assistant

	Mrs Paula Penny
	Classroom Assistant

	
	

	Other Professionals
	Role

	Mr. Peter Maxwell 
	Educational Psychologist

	Mrs Cathy Castles
	Autism Advisory and Intervention Officer

	Mrs Shona Mc Monagle
	Autism Advisory and Intervention Support Teacher

	Mrs Diane Drurey
	Speech and Language Therapist

	Mrs Vicky Hooks
	Speech and Language Therapist

	Mrs Margaret Mc Conville
	Occupational Therapist

	
	


Teaching Approaches

The needs of the “whole” child are recognised, with an emphasis placed on addressing communication, language, social development, independence and the child’s emotional well-being.

Individual teaching is seen as the most significant teaching approach, with each child having a carefully planned learning programme. We avoid assumptions that a child will “pick things up”, planning our work in such a way that we specifically teach new skills.

The Class adopts no single method. We take an eclectic approach to teaching and offer a wide range of learning experiences as appropriate for the individual child.

We have selected approaches that are known successful methods for our children but have a commitment to keeping up to date with research, training and new initiatives.

The Class maintains planned timetables to ensure that a broad and balanced curriculum is offered to the children. Structure is important as it offers children security and predictability. However we balance this with the need to help children develop flexibility and tolerance to change. We do not wish to allow the organization of the day to become so dominant that children become over dependent on it and it blocks new learning.

We incorporate the ‘Underlying Values and Principles’, set out by the ETI to ‘promote ongoing improvement in the provision for children with autism.

Teaching Styles

Individual Teaching

It is acknowledged that individual teaching sessions best meet the needs of our children in their learning. This allows them to focus on what is being asked and can be delivered to the level that is most appropriate to them. All children in the Class will have a daily individual teaching session that concentrates on numeracy and literacy skills as well as communication and language. This will be carried out either at their workstation, teacher’s table or quiet area dependent upon the needs of the child. All objectives and recording are reflected in their individual education plans for these sessions.

Independent work.

All children will have the opportunity to learn to work independently. We have adopted the TEACCH method of independent work trays Each child has an independent work station with four tasks in trays within it. The child then works through each task. The baskets give the child a “concrete cue” of what is expected of them and supports their organisation of tasks. To reinforce the concept of “finish” the child places the completed task in the tray and then into the box. 

Visual Timetables

All children in the Class need structure and visual cues to help make sense of their world, understand and predict what is expected of them. Each child has a visual timetable of events and activities of the day. These are tailored to the individual needs of the child. Some will be written labels, photographs, symbols or even real objects dependent upon the understanding of the child. Some timetables may reflect the whole day others just morning and for some children just the concept of “first this……..then this….” The visual timetable allows the child to gain understanding and make sense of what is happening but also allows independence so they can monitor their own timetable. They place the photo of a completed activity into the “finish pouch” and then take themselves off to the next session. At times to teach a child flexibility and tolerance to change we may include for some individuals a session of unexpected change. This then gives opportunity to introduce an unexpected activity to that child. We also support parents with advice or resources to implement such visual timetables at home if parents

wish.

Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS)

Communication and language is at the forefront of all we teach. PECS is invaluable as it teaches the child communicative intent and allows them a tool to initiate communication as opposed to merely responding to requests. Many of the children use PECS and have their own communication book or communication board. Opportunities are given throughout the day for children to make their choices and communicate through this method. The teaching and children's use of PECS is addressed in formal one-to-one time, snack time, choosing time, specific language groups, to reinforce reading and basic skills time. It should encompass all curriculum areas.

Language Levels

It is recognised that the children’s understanding of spoken language is limited. All members of staff are aware of this and therefore keep their language level to a minimum, using key words where possible and appropriate.

Interaction

As a characteristic of autism all the children in the Class have difficulty with language and communication. Some of the children may have no “spoken language” at all, others will have some words, which may be learnt set phrases, while others will have a good range of vocabulary. However it is recognized that all children will have difficulty in their use of this language and may only use it on a demand basis. Interaction and social use of communication is a key objective in our work. The emphasis is on fun and shared enjoyment and always as a two way process starting with the child and the adult taking their lead. The Interaction work is again based on individual need, ability and takes place in a variety of settings.

· Individual sessions

For some children early interaction approaches are used, lap play, singing and chasing games. This helps build relationships and can form the beginnings of communication. Other more able children will have sessions based on their imagination and drama.

· Language groups

Each class has timetabled language groups. These are drawn up in conjunction with the speech and language therapist. The main emphasis of the group is interaction and specific language targets.

· Paired Play

Play sessions and turn taking games are structured to encourage children to share space and equipment. This then leads to staff taking opportunities to support the children’s ability to interact with one another.

Whole class groups

As stated much of the work in the Class is carried out in individual teaching sessions or small groups. However it is recognised that there is an importance in being “part of a group”. Whole class teaching includes: music, singing, stories.

Whilst we encourage all children to be involved in these group activities we acknowledge that for some this proves very difficult. All members of staff are aware and sensitive to these situations.

Assemblies

Weekly assembly is carried out in the Hall. The Class children do participate in some whole school assemblies but it is dependent upon the understanding and relevance to the children.

Freetime

The timetable in the Class is very structured and relies heavily on routine. However, the children are taught how to incorporate change and are given verbal and visual aids to help them cope with change. The demands on the children are generally in short bursts and quite intensive. We acknowledge that most of the children will have “special interests” or an absorbing repetitive behaviour. Although these can often lead to isolation and can block learning activities the children may need time in the day to indulge in these activities in order to provide security and reward. However, this will be carefully planned and monitored by staff. Ongoing liaison with parents ensures that all members of staff are up to date with individual child’s current interests.

Curriculum

The children in the Class have access to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum that encompasses the National Curriculum. The teaching of Maths and English takes place in the children’s individual teaching time and each day. Other subjects are taught through specific programmes of study. The programmes of study are modified to meet the needs of the children and ensure relevance in its teaching. It is recognised that for some of the children the Programmes of Study are used as a tool for teaching basic skills or addressing the Triad of Impairment.

Progression is ensured throughout the Class with the content and delivery of the curriculum reflecting the ages of the pupils. Where possible we have aligned the programmes of study to correspond with the planning in mainstream classes to allow more opportunities for inclusion. Occasional community visits include a walk to the library, shops fire station and parks.This is to develop the children’s social, language and independence skills. We work on specific targets discussed with parents of any particular difficulties their child may be experiencing. For example, going into specific shops, escalators or waiting in queues.

Assessment

Teacher assessment is the major measure of pupil attainment and is carried out on an ongoing basis. IEPs are a working document

Recording and reporting

Pupils are assessed initially on joining the Class using PEP R assessment and age appropriate baselines. These assessments are then used in setting the Individual Education Plan (IEP). 

The child’s IEP addresses the areas key to his or her autism as well as literacy and numeracy targets. Other targets may be set that are felt to be a priority in the child’s development, e.g. fine motor or self help skills. Targets are set in collaboration with the speech and language therapist. The IEP is reviewed every term, scored and new targets set or modified for the next term. The child’s IEP is shared with parents and their contribution is welcome.

Admissions

Subject to there being a place, admissions may be made at any time during the year but mainly take place in September. All children will have a Statement of Special Educational Needs that names the AS Class as a result of Statutory Assessment undertaken by, The Southern Education and Library Board.

We will offer a period of transition for our children to ease their start into the school. We will contact the child’s current placement at nursery or pre school and organise a series of visits. These can be made with the parents at first, accompanied by pre school staff if possible, leading to unaccompanied visits. Meetings with the Early Intervention Therapists will be arranged for those families who have gone through the programme.

Absence 

Regular attendance is important if pupils are to benefit from the full range of opportunities on offer at our school. We ask that pupils are only kept away if they are ill. Obviously and in accordance with policy in the rest of the school if your child is unwell or likely to infect others they should not be in school. In such circumstances please telephone the school. You should also notify the transport department to avoid them making an unnecessary journey. Individual taxi companies will no doubt give you their personal numbers. 

Inclusion

We feel every child can learn from one another and has a valuable contribution to make to the life and community of the school.

Each child will be assessed individually and, if appropriate, included in mainstream classes. P.E; Art and Religion are lessons where we feel the child benefits from inclusion with their mainstream peers. 

Where it is deemed that a child can access the curriculum at an acceptable level they may join such lessons. (This will be included in the child’s Integration Programme).

Aims of Inclusion

· To establish and practise normal patterns of language use and behaviour in the classroom.

· To establish and practise normal social language by working with others or sharing an activity.

· To provide opportunities to extend social integration by developing friendships with mainstream peers.

· To consolidate and generalise skills learned in the Class in another setting.

· To extend listening and attention skills in a larger group.

· To establish tolerance of working in a busy, noisy environment which a mainstream class would provide.

· To provide access to the appropriate level of the curriculum for their year group.

· To provide a “normal” educational setting to assess the pupil’s functioning compared with others of their age.

· To provide transition to return to mainstream education.

· To benefit mainstream children in promoting sensitivity towards children with special needs.

· To build confidence and self-esteem for mainstream children through supporting and forging relationships with the children in the Class.

The main emphasis of inclusion for the children in the Class is that for social interaction. This takes place at specific times during the week including:

· Dinnertime. Children will be encouraged to eat in the hall with the main school.

· Buddies. Children from the mainstream classes will be encouraged to play with a child from the Autism Class at break and dinnertime.

· Playtime. The children share the playground with the mainstream classes and are encouraged to join in as much as they wish.

· Whole School days and events. Children in the Class will participate in sports day and other whole school events, fully integrated with the main school.

· Year Group performances. Assemblies

Partnership with Parents

We believe that it is vital to establish close links with parents. We wish parents to feel they can contribute to the child’s education plan and can highlight difficulties or approaches they have found work with their child. Shared approaches when addressing both learning and behaviour strategies allows consistency of approach and will benefit the child. We encourage parental involvement in the following ways:

· Any parent or carer is welcome to come to the school to discuss their child’s progress. We advise that appointments are made in advance so we can make sure someone is available to talk to you.

· Home/School diaries are written and sent home daily. They keep parents informed of activities done in the day, the child’s behaviour or indeed any unusual behaviour and any great achievements or progress made. It is hoped these serve as a two-way point of contact for parents to inform school of matters arising from home.

· Parents’ afternoons/evenings will be arranged in cooperation with DELTA. Specific speakers may include Music/Art Therapists, Dentists, Dieticians and Health Visitors.

· Parents are invited to attend an Annual Review of their child’s Statement of Education Needs. All professionals involved with the child will be asked to attend.

Appendices

Pro forma for:

· Individual Education Plan

· Liaison sheets

· Integration Programme

· Sensory Programme

· Home School Diary

· School Induction Booklet
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