ADDITIONAL NEEDS POLICY
In St. Mary’s After-School Club we are committed to inclusion and welcome all
children, including those with additional needs. We believe that all children
should have equal opportunities to benefit from the education we provide. We
recognise that some children may have additional needs, and may need additional
support in order to access all the opportunities available to them in AfterSchool Club. We aim to provide the necessary support to enable all children to
make maximum progress.
Key staff:
- Every child in the After-School Club has a key worker who takes a close
interest in their developmental progress, and who will consult with the
parent to ensure their child’s After-School Club experience is
enjoyable and they have the opportunity to reach their full potential.
- Our designated child protection officers are Naomi Hull and Lyndsay
McConville
Medical needs:
- If a child has any medical needs a Healthcare plan will be put in to place
before the child starts After School Club. We will use the child’s medical
records to write up the care plan. The child’s parents/carers and the
After-School Club Leader will be involved in this process.
Meeting Individual Needs:
- We believe that it is essential to monitor children’s progress throughout
their time with us. Where a child appears not to be making progress
either generally or in a specific aspect of learning, then we will present
different opportunities or use alternative approaches to learning, as
appropriate.
- Once it has been identified that a child has special educational needs,
either through the main school or After-School Club, we will share our
concerns with parents and seek permission to intervene, in accordance
with the revised Special Educational Needs Code Of practice. If the
intervention does not enable the child to make satisfactory progress, we
will seek advice and support from other relevant professionals.
-

All intervention will be discussed with parents, who will be encouraged to
work in partnership with us: e.g. using the same strategies at home
On rare occasions, if children do not make satisfactory progress, we may
decide, in consultation with parents, that it is desirable to request

-

Statutory Assessment in order that a child’s additional educational needs
can be fully identified and met. We follow the guidance on Statutory
Assessment contained in the Code of Practice
We welcome children with an existing Statement of Special Educational
Needs and plan to ensure that the identified needs are addressed

Arrangements for Support:
- We also welcome support from other professionals (e.g. speech and
language therapist, specialist teacher, educational psychologist,
physiotherapist) and encourage support within the setting, rather than
withdrawing the child.
Working in Partnership with Parents:
- We acknowledge that parents are a child’s first educators to working in
partnership with them. Where a child is identified as having additional
needs, parents are consulted at every stage, and are invited to contribute
and to attend any review meetings.
English as a second language:
St. Mary’s After-School Club also has a policy for children and families with
English as a second language and/or children from bi-lingual families. The AfterSchool Club aims to respect and value the home language and plan to provide
opportunities to develop their use of the English language through play and
learning.

